Congenital mesoblastic nephroma, renin production, and hypertension.
Between 1964 and 1987, 12 patients with mesoblastic nephroma were treated. The BP was measured preoperatively in five patients, four of whom were hypertensive. Following nephrectomy, the BP returned to normal. Plasma renin levels were measured in one patient; they were markedly elevated pre-operatively, but returned to normal following tumour excision. Immunoreactive renin staining, using a polyclonal antibody to human renin, was performed in the 12 patients. Staining was positive in ten patients. The most intense staining was noted in the areas of cortex entrapped within the tumour, and in perivascular spaces not associated with entrapped cortex. These findings suggest that hypertension secondary to increased tumour associated renin production is a feature of congenital mesoblastic nephroma.